
200 & 300-500 Foot Clubs - Chase launch (10/25/10) and "expansion" (8/31/11) 

 

September 26, 2012 

“Several months ago some folks correctly mentioned the first two clues to me in an email and 

then they went right past the other seven, not knowing that they had been so close. Alas, and 

dame fortune, so often a fickle and seductive wench, never spun her wheel to lure them back.”  
Collected Works Bookstore:  https://dalneitzel.com/2012/04/05/stephan-returns-to-the-blaze/#comment-636 

 

October 10, 2012    

“Some few have stopped within several hundred feet of the correct location, and then passed it 

by. I said in my book that the solution will be difficult but not impossible. If it was easy anyone 

could do it. Whoever finds the treasure will mostly earn it with their imagination. I have done 

only a few things in my life that were truly planned. Hiding the treasure chest is one of them. 

And at the end, the one who finds the gold will not feel lucky, but instead, will ask himself, 

what took me so long?”  https://dalneitzel.com/2013/04/04/the-nine-clues-part-twentytwo/ 

 

January 1, 2013  

“There have been some people very close to the treasure chest. There have been people that 

figured out the first couple of clues and walked right past the treasure chest. I think it’s there. 

I haven’t checked on it, but I’m 99.9% sure it’s there.”  Hemispheres: www.eisradio.org/item/003/       

 

January 1, 2013 

“He knows of ‘more than a few people’ who have searched within 500 feet of the site.” 

Margie Goldsmith: http://old.hemimag.us/2013/01/01/the-thrill-of-the-chase/ 

 

March 8, 2013 

“There have been some who have been within 500 feet because they have told me where they 

have been. Others have figured the first two clues and went right past the treasure and didn’t 

know it.” https://metro.co.uk/2013/03/08/forrest-fenn-and-the-raiders-of-the-stashed-gold-real-life-indiana-jones-stages-treasure-hunt-3531551/ 

 

April 3, 2013 

"Well you know, it’s impossible to predict it. There have been . . . two different parties have 

figured out the first two clues, but they went right past the treasure chest and didn't find it. But 

there were 7 more clues and they didn't figure them out, but they got pretty close."  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmRex5DRfCc (Radio New Zealand, 12:34 mark) 

 

April 17, 2013 

"I don’t know what you mean by close, but I know people have been within 500 feet. There are 

two different parties that have figured out the first two clues and went right by the treasure 

chest because they didn't have the others." Collected Works (22:30): www.lummifilm.com/cwb/cwb20130417.mp3 

 

June 28, 2013 

“Some of the searchers have been within 500 feet, I know.” www.today.com/video/13th-new-mexico-treasure-clue-revealed-35203139598 

 

August 12, 2013 

https://dalneitzel.com/2013/04/04/the-nine-clues-part-twentytwo/
http://old.hemimag.us/2013/01/01/the-thrill-of-the-chase/


"There have been a few people within 500 feet. I think there have been people within a couple 

hundred feet. They figure the first two clues, but they don't get the third and the fourth and 

they go right past the treasure chest." Brighton Vimeo (6:20 mark): https://vimeo.com/128361901   

Dispute about the date:  www.hintofriches.com/forum/the-hint-of-riches/73921-earliest-mention-of-200-feet 

 

October 23, 2013 

How many clues have been cracked?  "I know they've cracked the first two, and went right past 

the treasure chest. Several people have done that." www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsTdZRwnydw (Moby Dickens, 38:12) 

 

October 23, 2013 

Haven’t you said, though, that people have come within like 500 feet of the treasure? “People 

tell me where they are. They’re very precise in their descriptions of where they are and where 

they’ve been. And I can tell that some of them have been pretty close.” www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsTdZRwnydw&t=312s 

 

November 2, 2013 

"Nobody is gonna happen on that treasure chest. You're gonna have to figure out the clues in 

the poem and go to it. There are several people that have deciphered the first two clues. I don't 

think they knew it, because they walked right on past the treasure chest. Uh, and I'm not 

gonna tell those people who they are because one of them in particular I know would faint, 

and she would tear up the country side trying to find out where they'd been. Moby Dickens 

(8:20 mark): www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsTdZRwnydw&t=1s 

 

December 15, 2013 

"Searchers continue to figure the first two clues and others arrive there and don’t understand 

the significance of where they are." https://dalneitzel.com/2013/12/15/forrest-gets-crazy_mail/ 

 

June 2, 2014 

Was the person who came closest to the chest a man or woman? "As far as I know the closest 

person to the treasure was a man, but there may have been a woman with him.”  
http://mysteriouswritings.com/questions-with-forrest-fenn-and-the-thrill-of-the-chase/questions-with-fenn-archive-1/ 

 

June 25, 2014 

"I have not said that a searcher was closer than 12 feet from the treasure. It is not likely that 

anyone would get that close and not find it". https://dalneitzel.com/2014/06/25/scrapbook-seventy-eight/ 

 

This statement was offered to correct a claim by a prominent searcher that Forrest (jokingly)  

told her she had been within either 6 or 12 feet (Stephanie: Who came closer, me or Dal? “If I 

told you that you’d faint.”). This 12 foot statement seemed to be designed to discount his alleged 

comment. It seems reasonable to assume that only a searcher with a correct solution would likely 

be at this range. Interestingly, Forrest was recently asked if he still believed the 12 foot statement 

to be accurate. ”Better not answer that question Sean, sorry.”  Asked elsewhere, If a searcher 

was to be within 12’ of the chest, would the final spot be obvious?  “I don’t know.”  

 

July 1, 2014 

"Searchers have routinely revealed where they think the treasure was hidden and walked me 

through the process that took them on that course. That's how I know a few have identified 

the first two clues. Although others were at the starting point I think their arrival was an 

aberration and they were oblivious to its connection with the poem. Playing a hunch is not 

https://www.hintofriches.com/forum/the-hint-of-riches/73921-earliest-mention-of-200-feet
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsTdZRwnydw
https://dalneitzel.com/2014/06/25/scrapbook-seventy-eight/


worth much in the search and those who start out by looking for the blaze, are wasting their 

time.”  http://mysteriouswritings.com/questions-with-forrest-fenn-and-the-thrill-of-the-chase/ 

 

July 3, 2014 

 “A man has been within striking distance but so have some women.” 
http://mysteriouswritings.com/questions-with-forrest-fenn-and-the-thrill-of-the-chase/ 

 

August 10, 2014 (first 200 foot disclosure) 

“Based on some emails, Fenn said he believes they have come within 200 feet of the treasure.  
www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/sunday/millions-in-gold-buried/article_f7eb081a-1f54-11e4-a5c6-0019bb2963f4.html 

 

 September 1, 2014 

"People have been pretty close. But the people that have been the closest don't know that they 

were close. There's 10% of me that wants to help 'em but the 90% supersedes the 10%." 
(www.journeyman.tv/film/6223) 

 

December 30, 2014 

"I know of a few searchers who have been reasonably close to the treasure, but there is no 

indication that they knew it. No one has given me the correct solve past the first two clues." 
http://mysteriouswritings.com/featured-question-with-forrest-end-of-2014-summary/ 
 

February 4, 2015 

“I know that several people have been within 200 feet . . . approximately 200 feet of the 

treasure. They didn’t know that they were there though. I know because they told me exactly 

where they were.”  
 

April 8, 2015 

“People who have been at 200 feet, and I know that because they send me emails and they tell 

me exactly where they are. The people that have been at 200 feet from the treasure didn’t 

know that they were there.” They weren’t searching? ”They were searching for the treasure 

but they didn’t know that they were within 200 feet.” KOAT TV (:45 mark): www.koat.com/article/full-

interview-forrest-finn-dishes-on-hidden-treasure/4474384 

 

April 28, 2015 

“People have been at 200 feet from the treasure, didn’t know that they were there.” 
www.tarryscant.com 

 

August 11, 2015 

"There have been some that came within 200 feet. I don't know of anyone that's inside of 200 

feet, but you know, I don't know. They tell me where they are. Some of them, exactly where 

they are, and so, that's how I know that. But, so many of them tell me that they're....in a spot 

that's in close proximity to the...treasure, but they don't know that they're that close to it. I 

know that the treasure is still out there . . . I don’t want to give out any more clues like that." 
Frick-Wright, On the Hunt, 1:22 mark): www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_fPF8Gc1I8 

 

November 2, 2015 

“Searchers have come within about 200 feet. Some may have solved the first four clues, but I 

am not certain.” https://dalneitzel.com/2015/11/02/forrest-gets-mail-9/ 

 

January 7, 2016 

I’m aware that people have been within 200 feet but closer than that I don’t know. 



Twisted Ankle: www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/quotes-from-mr-fenn-not-exhaustive-t27-s100.html 

 

February 4, 2016 

Searchers speak to me about their search places only in generalities. I don’t know that anyone 

has been closer to the treasure than about 200 feet. 

Twisted Ankle: www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/quotes-from-mr-fenn-not-exhaustive-t27-s100.html 

 

March 5, 2016 

Do you track the search closely? "No, I don't track it at all. The only way I have knowledge 

about where people are looking is what they tell me by email. And I know that several people 

have been within 200 feet, personally 200 feet of the treasure. They didn’t know that they were 

there though. But I know because they told me exactly where they were.”www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wuPuBJt_9U 

 

May 27, 2016 

“People have been within 200 feet that I know for sure because they tell where they are.” 

https://santafe.com/podcasts/forrest-fenn-on-treasure-hunting-in-the-rockies 

 

July 16, 2016 

“I know that several people have been within 200 feet of the treasure because they told me 

exactly where they were, but they don't know who they are. They don't know that they are the 

ones that were close.” www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo4snf8KUQ4&list=PLOyUrAf25R_44CjQWuMWly6FY424F3DOu&index=37 

 

July 26, 2016 

Are the searcher(s) you indicated in August of 2014 who were within 200 feet still involved in 

the chase?  “I don’t want to answer that question because it would reveal too much.” 

Twisted Ankle: www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/quotes-from-mr-fenn-not-exhaustive-t27-s100.html 

 

September 17, 2016 

“I have positive indication that people have been within 200 feet. I don’t know that anyone has 

been closer than 200 feet of the treasure.” And that knowledge of 200 feet comes from what, 

emails that they have written to you? “And photographs . . . normally people tell me generally 

where they are but not specifically, but these people told me exactly where they were, I  

recognized the spot and, but I didn’t tell them that they were close.” Cutting Room Floor:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FIOy9TggUc)   

 

February 25, 2017 

“Very few people tell me exactly where they are searching so there is no way for me to know. 

Some searchers have been within 200 feet.”  

Twisted Ankle: www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/quotes-from-mr-fenn-not-exhaustive-t27-s100.html 

 

May 8, 2017  

“I know that people have been within 200 feet because they tell me exactly where they are. I 

don’t know if anyone has been closer than 200 feet, and I don’t think they have, but of course 

I don’t know. So many people don’t tell me where they are searching, but the treasure is still 

out there. Why do you think no one has found it? You think that they are not looking hard 

enough? I mean if you are within 200 feet and you don’t find it.” “But they didn’t know that 

they were within 200 feet either.” Yeah because when you’re within 200 feet there’s still a 

http://www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/quotes-from-mr-fenn-not-exhaustive-t27-s100.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FIOy9TggUc


thousand places that you could be looking and not see it. “Well, ah, it’s hidden in a pretty good 

place. It’s difficult to find but certainly not impossible.” Isaac Cole: www.stitcher.com/podcast/isaac-

cole/on-the-road-with-charlie/e/50089487 

 

May 18, 2017 

"Well, because people have told me exactly where they were, and that the only reason I know, 

and that 200 feet I think is pretty accurate, but there weren't many people within 200, lots of 

people within 500 feet and the treasure, but the people who were within 200 feet didn't know 

that were that close to the treasure and they walked right on by . . . I'm getting more than 100 

emails a day." www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuv5SXfajL8&list=PLg2bCqbxRU9VRTmYsKwrL8q08qvwLSMnk&index=22 

 

Pre-October 5, 2017 

 “Some people have told me exactly where they were and I recognize that spot and I know that 

it's about 200 feet." "And why is it that they gave up before finding it?" "No, they didn't give 

up. They left the poem. The whole key, nobody is going to happen on that treasure. They're 

going to have to figure out the clues and go to the poem." https://dalneitzel.com/2017/10/02/hoblin/   Later asked: 

“Anybody from the blogs (any of them)?  “Some from the blogs and some not.”  
www.tapatalk.com/groups/chase/seannm-s-latest-flip-side-t2153-s30.html 

 

January 12, 2018 

“200 feet, I know exactly where they were, because they told me.” That’s close! “Not close 

enough.” Nightline: www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MV7CQPC53M 

 

May 8, 2018 

“I know that people have been within 200 feet, because they tell me exactly where they are. I 

don’t know if anyone has been closer than 200 feet and I don’t think they have. They didn’t 

know that they were within 200 feet of it either. Well it’s hidden in a pretty good place. 

Nobody’s gonna happen on that treasure chest.” www.stitcher.com/podcast/isaac-cole/on-the-road-with-

charlie/e/50089487 

 

June 12, 2018 

“I know that there have been people within 200 feet. They told me exactly where they were. 

But they did not know that they came that close. In a million years, I wouldn’t tell them.” 
www.sfreporter.com/news/coverstories/2018/06/13/the-legend-of-fenns-gold/ 

 

June 26, 2018 

The interviewer claimed:“In fact, he reveals, a searcher recently came within 200 feet of it.” 

Fenn blogged the next day that this encounter was not recent. www.wired.com/story/forrest-fenn-treasure-online-mystery/ 

 

December 27, 2018 

"The person who walked within about 200' of the treasure did not know how close they were 

to it. There is no possible way anyone but me could know who that person is, or where they 

were searching." (personal email from Forrest to Cynthia Meachum) 

https://dalneitzel.com/2017/10/02/hoblin/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MV7CQPC53M
http://www.sfreporter.com/news/coverstories/2018/06/13/the-legend-of-fenns-gold/


Close Encounter Summary. Most of the chase community seems to assume that the 200 

and 500 club memberships are precise, with all of the reported close encounters occurring at one 

of these two distances. A case could be made that all of the 500 foot club members actually came 

within 300 feet. The very first close encounter mention (October 10, 2012) was described as 

within several hundred feet of the correct location. Less than three months later (January 1st of 

2013) Forrest began referring consistently to people coming within 500 feet. The earliest 300 

foot reference was all but lost in the chase literature. While Forrest has been specific about his 

“at” or “about” 200 foot references, all of the “within 500 feet” references could easily refer to a 

distance of only 300 feet. Perhaps his use of the word "several" was considered too imprecise 

given his curious references to its defnition (more than two but less than many). Otherwise, he 

may have decided to lock in the reference at 500 feet since it was murkier. While this might 

sound like a trivial difference, the distinction between a natural path which extends 300, rather 

than 500, feet from the chest would be critical for the plausibility of many solves. The difference 

between 300 and 200 feet could easily be the opposite sides of a creek.  

 

 

 

 
 


