
Forrest identified WWWH as the first clue in a 4/3/13 podcast at the 8:40 mark. 
(www.radionz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2550897). 

 

Import of the First Clue 
 

"Most searchers don't put enough emphasis on the first clue, and without it their effort is 

futile." 

 

"What surprises me is that so many ignore the first clue in the poem. Without it all the 

searcher has is the memory of a nice vacation. Although many have tried, I doubt that anyone 

will find the blaze before they have figured out the first clue."  

 

“You can’t start in the middle of the poem and find the treasure, I don’t think, I mean it would 

be a miracle if someone did.” 

 

Do you expect that people will somehow “know” for sure that they have found the first clue? 

“No, many people have found the first clue but they didn’t know it. Until someone finds the 

treasure they will not know for sure that they have discovered the first clue.” Or they might  

have found it without realizing it?  Yes.  https://dalneitzel.com/2015/11/02/forrest-gets-mail-9/ 

 

Do expect that people will somehow know for sure once they have found the first clue?  No 

 

“How will I know if I have the clues right before my family and me drives out to get the treasure 

(school children)? “You probably won’t.” 

 

Forrest, you have stated that several searchers correctly identified the first two clues in your 

poem. Could you tell us how many searchers to your knowledge have correctly identified the 

first clue correctly? "I cannot tell you how many searchers have identified the first clue 

correctly, but certainly more than several. I cannot imagine anyone finding the treasure  

without first identifying the starting point, although many seem to be preoccupied with later 

clues. To me that’s just expensive folly."  

 

“The most common mistake that I see searchers make is that they underestimate the 

importance of the first clue. If you don’t have that one nailed down you might as well stay 

home and play Canasta. There are nine clues in the poem that if followed precisely, will lead 

to the end of my rainbow and the treasure."  

 

"It is quite possible that you may have the first clue but not realize it, or where it is, until you 

find all the clues." Fenn seems to use terms such as decipher, solved, discovered, or cracked to 

indicate mere proximity to the clues rather than insight and awareness of their relevance to the 

poem.    

 

"Until someone finds the treasure they will not know for sure that they have discovered the 

first clue. Many people have found the first clue but they didn’t know it."  

 

“Searchers have routinely revealed where they think the treasure was hidden and walked me 

through the process that took them on that course. That’s how I know a few have identified 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2550897


the first two clues. Although others were at the starting point I think their arrival was an 

aberration and they were oblivious to its connection with the poem. Playing a hunch is not 

worth much in the search and those who start out by looking for the blaze, are wasting their 

time.”  

 

“If you can’t solve the first clue you should not spend your money searching." 

 

"You have to find where the first clue is. They get progressively easier after you discover 

where the first clue." 

 

Will the poem lead you to the treasure? "Yes if you know where to start."  

 

"If a person can decipher the first few clues they can find that treasure chest." This seems to 

imply that the early clues, at least the first two, are discoverable from home research.   

 

 “If a person reads the poem over and over and they are able to decipher the first few clues in 

the poem they can find the treasure chest. It may not be easy, but it certainly isn’t impossible. I 

could go right straight to it.”  Would you take a partner along? “Do you have an airplane?” 

 

Has Forrest indicated to selected searchers that WWWH is indeed a water and/or thermal source? 
www.reddit.com/r/FindingFennsGold/comments/caj0yt/dip_your_toe_in_warm_water_did_forrest_actually/ 

 


