
The Goldilocks Zone 

 

The final solve can't be in very close proximity to a human trail, but it also has to be accessible 

enough for an 80-year-old man to make two trips within an afternoon. The usual interpretation is 

that it must be within about a mile of his parked car. "I will say that I walked less than a few 

miles if that will help.  
 

“Buddy, I think you’re trying to get me in trouble but that’s where I am most of the time 

anyway, so I’ll answer your questions. You may as well ask me if I love the air. I don’t know 

but, I certainly am an appreciator of nature. ‘Leave no trace’ is a rhetorical statement not 

intended to be taken literally. For instance it is not feasible for you to not leave a footprint 

somewhere or a dry fly snagged high on a tree limb, left by your back cast. But I agree with 

the philosophy of the phrase. I dislike seeing beer cans scattered around when I am 

fantasizing that I am the only person who has ever been in that spot. Generally speaking, there 

are places where one should stay on established trails; Yellowstone is one. However, it 

reminds me of the worn-out axiom, “If you ain’t the lead dog, the scenery never changes.” 

When I am in the mountains or in the desert, the last place I want to be is on a trail. Ain’t no 

adventure in that for me. There isn’t a human trail in very close proximity to where I hid the 

treasure."  
 

Mr. Fenn, can you clarify for us your defintions of “close proximity?” (e.g., 10 feet, 50 feet, 100 

feet, 500 feet, etc.?).  “It’s not that easy Milan. Are you asking me to carry a caliper in my 

pocket? Each “close proximity “is different, relative, and site-specific, as you point out.  So I 

can’t answer your question. To an ant a mud puddle can be like an ocean.”   

 

"The buffalo has few natural enemies and are not known to attack anything that is not in its 

close proximity".   
 

Mr. Fenn, you said that the chest is in a safe location. Is there cellular phone reception at that 

location? – because to me a safe location would be one where you would be able to call for help 

if needed! "I don’t remember saying that the treasure is in a safe location. “Safe” is an 

absolute word, meaning there is no possibility for harm. So don’t you think your last sentence 

is oxymoronish? If you are safe, why would there be a need for a phone? Look around the 

world and tell me of a place that is truly safe."  

 

Can the sun shine on the treasure's location for the majority of the day? The location where the 

treasure is hidden is in the sun a good part of the day, yeah. After the cameras were off Cynthia 

and Forrest continued to chat, and one of the things he didn't say on camera that I want everyone 

to know because I know this too is, I wrote it down so I get the question and his answer right . . . 

The location is in the sun but the treasure chest itself is not.  

 

"The place where that treasure chest is hidden is in an isolated area. Wait, let me think about 

that, in an isolated area. What does isolated mean? Is that your answer? The treasure is 

hidden where a person would not normally go. I guess you could call that an isolated location, 

yeah.  

 



By June of 2017, “I don’t know I could physically get it. I’m not as agile as I once was. When I 

walk 50 yards I have to sit.” By February of 2018, “After I hid the treasure I never went back 

to that spot, and now I can’t.”   

 

Interpretation:  The chest should not be in very close proximity to a human trail or pose an 

obvious danger for off-trail hikers. The total hike should not exceed a "few miles" (greater than 

one but less than many). Many bloggers have opined that Forrest at age 80 could not have hiked 

as far as three or four miles. Shiloh and friends have dispelled this distance as a limitation (34:40 

mark, http://lummifilm.com/forrest/ffatcw20130926.mp3).  A reasonable default estimate seems to be around 

.50 to 1 mile from his car. "When I walked the mile to school on cold mornings, my path took 

me right past the pie factory on First Street and French." Viable spots must be "isolated" but 

difficult to reach for an elderly man in physical decline. Potential hide sites within a few hundred 

feet of a well-traveled trail, path, or roadway would seem inconsistent with the collective  

statements. While fairly remote, the spot still also has to be accessible to lots of people who 

occasionally pass within 500 feet. ". . . there weren't many people within 200, lots of people 

within 500 feet and the treasure . . .".  Forrest has expressed surprised that no one was around 

during his fateful hike to his "isolated" location. That suggested inconsistency could be resolved 

if there was episodic traffic to either his parking spot and/or a location far in the distance from 

where his hide spot can be seen. The hide site is also exposed to the sun, but the chest is not.  

 

 

 

http://lummifilm.com/forrest/ffatcw20130926.mp3

